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Purpose 
Following from the release of Carers Australia’s 2022 Federal Election Platform, we are 
contacting all major federal political parties seeking commitments from the 47th Parliament 
in support of Australia’s 2.65 million carers.  

Carers Australia will be providing a report on responses to our members, stakeholders 
and, most importantly, carers before the Election on 21st May 2022.  

Click here to view Carers Australia’s 2022 Federal Election Platform 

About Carers Australia 
Carers Australia is the national peak body representing Australia’s unpaid carers, 
advocating on their behalf to influence policies and services at a national level.  In 2018 
there were the 2.65 million Australians who provide unpaid care and support to family 
members and friends with a disability, chronic condition, mental illness or disorder, alcohol 
or other drug related condition, terminal illness, or who are frail aged.   

Our vision is an Australia that values and supports the contribution that carers make both 
to the people they care for and to the community as a whole. 

Our primary objectives: 

• To advocate for policy and service actions that support the caring role and enhance
the health, wellbeing, resilience and financial security of carers;

• To advocate for the inclusion of carers as a priority group within mainstream and
specialist service programs;

• To advocate to have caring recognised as a shared responsibility of family,
community, business and government with the aim of achieving improved
outcomes for carers;

• To undertake other policy, advocacy and service actions which the board considers
to be of benefit to carers.

In collaboration with our members, the peak carer organisations in each state and territory, 
we collectively form the National Carer Network and are an established infrastructure that 
represent the views of carers at the national level. 

Note: Carers Australia uses the term ‘carer’ as defined by the Carer Recognition Act 2010 
(Commonwealth), where it should not be used broadly and without context to describe a paid 
care worker, volunteer, foster carer or a family member or friend who is not a carer. The terms 
‘informal carer’, ‘unpaid carer’ or ‘family and friend carer’ are also often used by organisations, 
government and the community to describe a carer. Carers Australia may use these terms to 
assist in providing context and to differentiate between other types of care provision. 

https://www.carersaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/FINAL_CarersAustralia-Election-Statement_27-January-2022.pdf
https://www.carersaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/FINAL_CarersAustralia-Election-Statement_27-January-2022.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/health/disability/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia-summary-findings/latest-release#carers
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/num_act/cra2010179/s5.html
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2022 Federal Election Survey 
 
Recognising carers and their contributions 

1. Does YOUR PARTY have a formal policy platform specifically for carers or any election 
commitments to directly assist Australia’s 2.65 million carers? Please provide 
supporting details. 
 

Economic and financial security for carers 
 

The recently released Caring Costs Us report found that when a person becomes a primary 
carer in Australia, on average they will forego $17,700 a year in superannuation and 
$39,600 in lost earnings for every year they care for their loved one. The severe economic 
disadvantage is leading to fewer people being willing and able to meet the demand, and 
therefore increased pressure leading to rising costs in the formal (paid care) sector.  

 

2. If YOUR PARTY is elected to form the federal government on 21 May 2022, will you 
commit to undertake a broad review of economic and financial support for carers 
through the Productivity Commission? 
 

Strengthen carer recognition and accountability within government 
 

3. The most recent National Carers Strategy lapsed in 2014. If YOUR PARTY is elected to 
form the federal government on 21 May 2022, will you commit to development of a 
new cross portfolio National Carers Strategy, and if so in what timeframe? 
 

4. Will YOUR PARTY commit to strengthening the Carer Recognition Act 2010 (Cth) into a 
rights-based Act, where the current Act is not binding on any other Act? 
 

5. Will YOUR PARTY appoint a designated Minister for Carers to lead a whole of 
government approach to carer recognition, inclusion and support? Will you commit to 
establishing a designated Office for Carers, including the appointment of a 
Commissioner for Carers, reporting to the Minister for Carers?  
 

Equitable access to respite 
 

6. Does YOUR PARTY have a specific policy on respite services for carers across different 
sectors and including community-based options? If so, please outline details of the 
policy and services available.  
 

7. Will YOUR PARTY commit to supporting equitable access to respite, regardless of 
relationship to funding or portfolio? 

 

8. Will YOUR PARTY commit to undertake data collection improvements across settings 
and sectors to capture respite utilisation and satisfaction of outside of residential type 
facilities? 

 
Advocacy and navigation support for carers 
 

Carers need increased support as the hidden ‘care coordinators’, to enable their significant 
role in coordinating, negotiating and managing care across complex sectors and systems. 

 

9. Will YOUR PARTY commit to fund Carers Australia and the National Carer Network to 
provide rights-based independent and confidential advocacy services to carers?  

https://www.carersaustralia.com.au/caring-costs-us/
https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/disability-and-carers/publications-articles/national-carer-strategy-action-plan-2011-2014
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Further information 
 
Should you have any questions or require any further information, please do not hesitate 
to contact Carers Australia: 

 

Kelly Gourlay 

Acting Deputy CEO & National Director - Policy and Strategy  

0412 101 683| kgourlay@carersaustralia.com.au | policy@carersaustralia.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Carers Australia is not liable for any error or omission in this document, or for any injury, 
loss, or damage incurred by reliance on the information provided. 

This document contains links to other external websites which are not under the control of Carers 
Australia. We have no control over the nature, content and availability of those sites. The inclusion 
of any links does not necessarily imply a recommendation or endorse the views expressed within 
them. 
 
 
 
P  (02) 6122 9900      
E  caa@carersaustralia.com.au    
W  carersaustralia.com.au      Facebook | Twitter | Youtube | Instagram 
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