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11 October 2020 

 

Prime Minister thanks unpaid carers at the beginning 

of National Carers Week 
 

The Prime Minister of Australia, the Hon Scott Morrison MP, has kicked off this year’s National Carers 

Week by thanking unpaid carers for their remarkable contribution to our nation. 

‘So many Australians are carers – men and women, boys and girls, people of all ages. It’s often hard to 
know who they are because it’s a work that goes on behind the scenes,’ said the Prime Minister. 

 

‘It can be incredibly tough, especially when you’re juggling other responsibilities like a job or indeed school 
work. This year doubly so, protecting loved ones from a pandemic and dealing with the restrictions of a 
pandemic yourselves. 

 

‘So, I just wanted to say thank you. You’re making an enormous difference. Even if sometimes you may 
feel that that’s not the case and may doubt – don’t. Your efforts, your sacrifice are an expression of a 
great love.’ 

 

National Carers Week is a time to recognise and celebrate Australia’s 2.65 million unpaid carers who make 

this great contribution to our nation. Carers need the ongoing support of all Australians – from 

government to businesses, communities to families. 

 

This year we’re asking all carers to visit carersweek.com.au and Tell Us Why You Care. By publishing 

authentic accounts of unpaid caring in Australia, we will raise awareness of the realities of the caring role 

and continue to work towards a carer-friendly Australia. 

 

Throughout 2020 and the COVID-19 pandemic, carers have experienced a significant increase in stress 

and caring responsibilities. Carers have played a major role in flattening the curve of infection by 

sheltering at home and keeping vulnerable Australians safe. 

 

Even before the effects of the pandemic had been accounted for, unpaid carers were estimated to be 

providing 2.2 billion hours of unpaid care in 2020 – over 42 million hours every single week. The 

replacement value of that care was estimated at almost $78 billion, or almost $1.5 billion every week. This  
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highlights the remarkable contribution that unpaid carers make not just to our communities, but also to 

the national economy. 

 

As the Prime Minister said in his message to unpaid carers, ‘That’s why National Carers Week is so 

important – it’s a reminder that everyone needs love and support and encouragement and this year, that 

matters so much more than many other years. 

 

‘We wouldn’t be the good and decent country we are without our carers, so thank you for everything you 

do. It’s appreciated so much.’ 

 

 

 

About National Carers Week 

From October 11 to 17, National Carers Week is a time to recognise, celebrate and raise awareness 

among all Australians of the diversity of Australia’s 2.65 million unpaid carers and their caring roles. Visit 

carersweek.com.au to find out how your can get involved with this year’s campaign and help us build a 

carer-friendly Australia. 

 

About Carers Australia 

Carers Australia is the national peak body representing Australia’s unpaid carers, advocating on their 

behalf to influence policies and services at a national level. Its member organisations, the Network of state 

and territory Carers Associations, deliver a range of essential carer services across states and territories. 

 

About carers  

An informal, unpaid carer is a family member or friend that cares for someone that has a disability, chronic 

or life-limiting illness, is frail aged, has a mental health illness, alcohol or other drug related issue. Informal 

carers are distinct from paid support workers who are colloquially also called carers but are fully employed 

and remunerated with all the benefits of employment. Conversely, family carers perform their caring 

duties without remuneration 
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